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Àttica Comes to College
“ My first arrest was for break­
ing into college,”  Ted Harris 
says. He laughs. “ I was 9. We 
lived across from City College of 
New York. I got my high school 
education in jail. In the back of 
my mind I  always waited to go to 
college. I was on parole twice. I 
was thinking of it then, but I 
couldn’t find a way to get in. Con­
sortium found the way.”
Consortium of the Niagara 
Frontier is staffed by faculty 
from Canisius,-, N iagara 
University and Rosary Hill. Ted 
Harris and Carlos Mendoza 
started college inside Attica. 
Since January they have been full 
time students here.
“ Consortium is like a God­
send,”  Carlos explains. “ For the 
first time we have a 4 year degree 
program. I think the program is 
working out. The Corrections 
department is beginning to make 
concessions unheard of before. 
Like transferring us to a 
minimum security facility that is 
designed to provide work release 
and schbol release programs.”
“ I want to make the distinction 
that others started college in 
Attica and when released on 
parole, then they continued in 
college,”  says black haired 
Carlos, “ but WE ARE STILL IN 
PRISON.”
“ We are parrying a lot of 
weight as thé first inmates to do 
this,”  Ted, age 27 says. “ I f  we 
don’t perform well, maybe others 
won’t be able to follow. I ’m 
taking 5 courses. It’s a hassle try­
ing to get the work out with 5 
courses. And I can’t withdraw 
from a course, or we might be 
snatched back.”
“ I graduated from high school 
20 years ago. I ’m taking 6 courses 
and it’s rough,”  says Carlos, age 
36. He smiles, “ You know some­
thing? I thought competition 
would be rough because the kids 
have all that school stuff fresh in 
their minds. But lots of kids are 
disinterested. They skip classes. 
Not all of them though. Some are 
bright and conscientious.”
“ Maybe because I ’m older I ’m 
a serious student. Older, you go 
through hassles,”  says Carlos. 
“ You appreciate school more. I 
had the chance to go to college 
once before, but it’s hard to go to 
work days and school nights. 
Perhaps it is better to do a little 
living before going to college.”
“ I have the feeling time is 
running out because I ’m older. 
One day you are happy with your 
family, next day you can be in 
jail,”  he said, “ This school is 
smallest physically of the 3 
schools in Consortium. Fortunate
for us, because you get to know 
more people. The kids are 
friendly and sympathetic. The 
professors make you feel at ease. 
They might be impersonal at 
U.B. or even at.Canisius.”
Ted Harris has an Afro outJ7 
inches in all directions. He has 
large brown eyes. He remembers 
his feelings that first day here. “ I 
was lost. I was excited. That was 
my first day out of prson in about 
a year.”  Classes hadn’t started 
but the door was open.”  It was 7 
a.m. when I got here. I walked 
around inside. And I didn’t know 
what to expect first time back in­
side a school in 12 years.”
He’s at home in a classroom 
now but he says, “ Know what 
gefs me down? People didn’t 
know where I was from. They’d 
invite me to parties and dances I 
couldn’t come to.' I ’d have to 
make excuses if I didn’t want to 
tell them I was in jail.”
“ I still get depressed. I hate to 
think of going back. I have to 
keep looking at my watch. I can’t 
miss that 5:15 bus. It ’s a hassle. 
Psychologically it tears you 
down’”
Commuting from jail to school 
means a long day for them. They 
leave Albion Correctional 
Facility at 5:15 a.m, “ We have to 
get up at 4 every morning. We 
catch the Trailways bus at 
Batavia. The bus leaves us right 
out at the college front door at 
6:45 a.m.,”  says Ted.
Mendoza laughs. He says, “ At 
6:45 a.m. we turn some of the 
lights on in Duns Scotus.”  He 
chuckles. “ We make sure there 
are no burglars around. We open 
the place and we close the place. 
The bad part is on our way back. 
We catch the 5:15 Greyhound and 
get to Albion by 7:15 p.m. We’re 
exhausted and hungry. We go 
through the routine strip and 
search for contraband.”  He adds 
a little bitterly, “ Contraband 
could be anything from a penny 
to a phone number.”
“ It’s hard to keep up with the 
school work when before you 
know it, it’s Lights Out at 10 
p.m.,”  he says sadly. “ It ’s as if 
they are trying to make life 
harder instead of easier. As if 
they don’t want you to make it in 
school.”
“ Lights Out at 10, it’s like for 
little kids,”  Ted agrees. “ Carlos 
is in his 30s with a wife and child­
ren and we are being told when to 
go to bed. That DOES something 
to you.”
“ If you let it,”  Mendoza com­
ments.
“ I have a beautiful wife and 
three beautiful children in Syra­
cuse. I ’m from Puerto Rico,”  the 
man with the mustache and re­
ceding hairline says. “ And I play 
good chess and bad guitar.”
Ted laughs. “ Reverse that. He 
plays beautiful guitaé and bad 
chess,”  he says.
“ I ’ve always been interested in 
electronics. I went to electronics 
school when I was in the Air 
Force. When I was discharged in 
1956, I worked for General 
Electric. Experience isn’t enough 
without that piece of paper 
framed on the wall. It’s about 
time I get a degree in electronics. 
However, though I have always 
wanted electronics, the college 
experience is so stimulating, 
especially philosophy, that when 
I search my soul, I ’m not sure 
electronics is the only field for 
me.”
“ I don’t want to say I took a lot 
of dirt all my life. I grew up in 
Harlem. We moved to New York 
City when I was 4 years old,”  Ted 
says. He chuckles. “ I was born in 
Bloomburg, Pennsylvania. Ever 
heard of it? The town’s so small 
nobody ever heard of it.”
“ The environment had a lot to 
do with the way I grew up. Played 
hookey from school right from 
the first grade. Everything just 
flowed along. Warwick. Otisville, 
Coxsackie, Emira. Attica twice. 
And now Albion. A total of 16 
years. That’s over half my life,”  
he says.. Ted sat silent. “ I don’t 
think I was ever a child.’ ”
“ I ’m not ashamed of my past. 
I’ve lived life. The other side of 
life, the side the other students 
haven’t. The bad thing is, I ’ve 
acquired expensive tastes, $150 
shoes and $300 suits,”  he says. 
Ted wears a sii vèr and gold neck­
lace of understated elegance.
“ But college changes priorities 
Ted,”  says Carlos.
f
Commenting on the higher 
grades the Attica class got in a 
recent Macro-Economics Test 
Carlos says, “ The other day we 
had a test. The class in Attica 
took the same test, covering the 
same material, taught by the 
same teacher, using the same 
grading method and they did 
better. When Mr. Adams came to 
class and said, ‘the guys in 
Attica did it to you again,’ the 
students reaction was ‘well at 
Attica, they have all the time in 
the world. They have nothing else 
to do.’ But that’s not the reason. 
It’s not true they have more 
time.”
“ At Attica you have to work 8 to 
10 hours a day, then come from 
the job and go to school at night,”  
he saysVAttica students do better 
because they are more com­
mitted to learning. They are 
more motivated.”
“ You know what it is,”  Ted 
explains, “ the guys at Attica*are 
grown men. They are not going to 
pull punches» In the classroom 
they challenge the teacher.”  Ted 
feels the teachers expect this 
same kind of interaction now. 
“ Last semester we were in 
classes at Attica with Mr. 
DeCarli, Pete Siedlecki, Robert 
Adams and Sister Mary Frances 
Welch and we are in their classes 
now. They know our work, and 
they know we are capable and 
they expect us to keep up to the 
standards we set for ourselves 
last semester. It’s a challenge. 
I ’m hoping to go to school here 
this summer,”  Ted says. “ I go 
before the parole board in April. 
The second time. I hope to be out 
on campus this May.”
Editor’s Note: Ted Harris did 
get paroled. He will be on campus 
this summer.
HURRY
Need co-sem credit? 
or history, elective?
sign up for 
“ Study on Wheels"
Boston, Philadelphia, 
Washington D.C., Williamsburg
$235 plus $15 per credit
May 25 to June 19 
Seminar-travel
June 1 to June 15 Travel 
Only
Contact:
S. Mary Urban 
839-3600 
Ext. 283
Down payment $30 due 
now______ '____________ 1
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Co-Operative Reverse Discrimination
Education Corner
As a regular feature in the ASCENT, the Cooperative Education 
Department will provide a detailed description of a field experience 
available to students for the coming Summer or Semester.
For further details regarding any of the listed experiences or the 
structure and requirements of the Co-op Program, contact:
Ms. Paulette Anzelone 
Associate Director 
Cooperative Education Department 
DS No. 337, Ext. No. 334
FIELD EXPERIENCE TITLE:
Admission’s Counselor 
Rosary Hill College ^
TIME AVAILABLE:
Fall Semester 1976
(Training may begin in Summer)
SPECIFICS OF THE FIELD EXPERIENCE:
•  full-time position for the duration of the Fall semester
• salaried position
• open to students of evjery academic concentration
QUALIFICATIONS INCLUDE:
• J unior or Senior status beginning in the Fall ’76 semester
•  Attractive and outgoing individual with the flexibility or desire to 
travel
•  Student must possess a driver’s license
• A car is desirable but not a necessity
• A sincere interest and desire to meet people ( particularly high 
school students) and interact with them
Applications are still available to interested students who meet Co­
op and Admissions requirements. However, time is limited so any 
students considering this field experience should contact the Co-op 
Department today.
SPECIFICS OF THE CO-OP PROGRAM:
The aim of the Co-op Program is to join the theory learned in the 
classroom, with a professional field placement ( for the duration of a 
semester or Summer) in an attempt to broaden the student’s under­
standing of career opportunities available to him her ' upon 
graduation.
A student may earn up to six (6) academic credits for a semester of 
field experience and four (4) academic credits for a Summer of field 
experience. The credits may draw from free electives and, in many 
cases, from open courses within one’s concentration.
Students must meet the Co-op Ed requirement of a 2.50 cumulative 
average upon completion of the Sophomore year, in order to be 
considered for a Co-op field experience. Each student will also become 
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It W on’t Go Away
by ALLAN RABINOWITZ
(CPS) — In California, a white 
male who claims that he was kept 
out of medical school while a 
minority student of lesser.ability 
was accepted is suing the Uni­
versity of California. At the Uni­
versity of Kansas, a white male 
who complains that he was 
denied a university job solely 
because it was reserved for a 
minority or woman is suing that 
school. In New York and Minne­
sota, similar suits have been 
filed.
As the job market tightens 
across the country, and the 
competition to get into medical 
and other professional schools 
turns vicious, white males are 
challenging university affirma­
tive action and racial quota pro­
grams with charges of “ reverse 
discrimination.”
Using the fourteenth amend­
ment of the Constitution of the 
United States — the same 
amendment used to initiate civil 
rights programs and legislation 
— white males claim that they 
are suffering solely because of 
their race and sex.
The controversy first reached 
the public eye when Mateos 
DeFunis, Jr. filed suit in 1971 
charging that he was refused 
admission to the University of 
Washington Law School while 38 
minority group applicants who 
had worse academic records than 
he did were accepted. DeFunis 
was admitted to the law school 
when a superior court ruled in his 
favor. The Washington StSle 
Supreme Court reversed the 
decision but allowed DeFunis to 
remain in school pending an 
appeal to the US Supreme Court.
When the case finally reached 
the Supreme Court, DeFunis was 
already a third-year law student 
on the verge of graduating. By 
this time the DeFunis case had 
drawn national attention. When 
the high court ruled the case 
moot, explaining that DeFunis 
would graduate no matter what 
the outcome, neither side was 
pleased. Many people accused 
the court of evading a crucial 
issue.
Cases similar to the DeFunis 
case are bound to reach the 
Supreme Court again. A Superior 
Court judge ruled in case brought 
against the University of Cali­
fornia (UC) that the quota 
system for minority admissions 
at the UC-Davis Medical School 
was unconstitutional. “ It can be 
pretty safely assumed,”  said an 
attorney for UC, which has 
already appealed to the state 
Supreme Court, “ that whoever 
loses will appeal to the United 
States Supreme Court.”
<.
The controversy over reverse 
discrimination is complicated 
because “ it is not between good 
guys and bad guys,”  according to 
Carl Cohen, an American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) national 
director. Rather, he added, the 
conflict is between “ very 
sophisticated parties who differ 
about what, in the effort to 
achieve a very pressing and very 
difficult end, we may rightly use 
as a means.”
Critics of racial quotas claim 
that the Constitution is clear in 
prohibiting discrimination on the 
basis of sex or color. Sen. John 
Tower (R-TX) cited the 1964 Civil 
'Rights Act as clearly outlawing 
the refusal to hire someone on the 
basis of color or sex.
The Anti-Defamation League of 
B’nai B’rith, which has helped to 
sue several colleges in reverse 
discrimination cases — including 
the DeFunis case — emphasized 
that efforts should be made to 
assure equal opportunity for 
minorities, but that this should 
consist of education and training 
at “ a lower level.”
Supporters of quota systems 
argue that academic test scores 
are not accurate reflections of in­
telligence ,and ability ta begin 
with, and that minority children 
are not given motivation to strive 
for academic achievement.
In addition, there is the fact 
that within the last 25 years many 
states spent much more on the 
education of white children than 
they have for minorities — 25 
times as much in some areas.
Another cpmplicating point is 
that in the DeFunis case, the 
Washington State Supreme Court 
ruled that not all racial classi­
fications are unconstitutional. 
Those classifications are only un- 
consitutional, stated the court, 
when they brand a particular 
racial group as inferior. A 
preferential admissions policy, 
according to that court’s 
reasoning, is not unconstitutional 
since it has no malicious intent 
and in fact aims to bring racial 
groups together rather than 
separate them.
While the arguments in support 
of quota systems involve social 
and political factors of the last 25 
years, those charging reverse 
discrimination demand a strict 
interpretation of the Constitution.
The Constitution states that no 
one will be discriminated against 
on the basis of color and sex. It 
does not elaborate.
How expansive an inter­
pretation the Supreme Court will 
make is open to question. But 
with colleges being brought to 
court on charges of reverse 
discrimination again and again, 
some interpretation seems 
inevitable.
1976-77 Financial Aid
Students interested in financial 
assistance for the 1976-77 
academic year should apply now 
at the Office of Financial Aid, 
D.S.! 101. The appropriate
financial statement (PCS or SFS) 
and a RHC Application for 
Financial Assistance are re­
quired of all applicants. These 
forms are the basis for awarding 
Rosary Hill Scholarships and 
Grants, Supplemental Educa­
tional Opportunity Grants 
(SEOG), College Work Study 
Program (CWSP), and National 
Direct Student Loans (NDSL).
TAP and BEOG applications 
will be mailed to all returning
students who are presently 
receiving those awards. The 
BEOG forms should be arriving 
now and the TAP in early May. 
Anyone who will not receive an 
application in the mail may pick 
one up in the Financial Aid 
Office. All students, regardless of 
when they began college, will be 
eligible to apply for the 1976-77 
BEOG.
If you have not received a final 
notification of either your TAP or 
BEOG for 1975-76, stop in the 
Financial Aid Office so this 
process may be completed.
It is getting late, so act now and 
avoid the hassle in September.
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The Change in Your Future 
$2 Bills and $1
by MARIE FORTUNA
“ The $2 bills had a real nega­
tive connotation. That’s why they 
faded out before,”  explained 
William^ Wright, RHC instructor 
of Money and Banking. “ People 
would say, ‘asodd as $2 bill.’ Who 
wanted them? If the government 
does go through with this, you can 
expect hoarding at the beginning.
I doubt that $2 bills are going to 
be accepted or used.”
Grabbing a handful o f coins out 
of his pocket, he clanked them 
down on the desk. “ What is the 
intent of money? It has to per­
form a medium of exchange. 
What do you think would happen 
to pennies if people said, ‘oh hell,
I don’t even want the change? ’ 
The wiry Mr. Wright asserted, 
“ Pennies would go out of exis­
tence.”
“ How many half dollars do you 
see around? Nobody wants them. 
Two quarters do the same work 
and are not so bulky. If  the public 
loses faith in any particular form 
of money, that form does not con­
tinue to be used,”  he said. 
“ Money has to be backed up by 
the faith of the public.”
“ Remember the steel pennies 
we used during wartime in the 
forties? Nobody liked those 
either. They got mixed up with 
dimes. After awhile, merchants 
began to refuse them. Customers 
tried to get rid of them. A 
customer would take a few steel 
pennies out and ask ‘Won’t you 
give me copper pennies for 
these?’.
“ Pretty soon the merchant had a 
whole drawerful of steel pennies 
nobody wanted. He’d let them lie 
there. Eventually when he took 
them to the bank, the government 
stopped circulating them.”
Poking his head out of his 
office, Business Administration 
teacher Robert Adams said, 
“ With the cost of producing 
copper pennies, we should have 
kept the steel pennies all the 
same.”
The cost of minting or printing 
currency is a factor in what form 
of money the Treasury issues. 
Paper money crumbles. The $2 
bills to begin circulating in April 
are expected to last 18 months.
The $1 in your hand right now 
lasts 18 months. The Treasury 
pays about $13 to print 1000 bills 
of any denomination. Why will it 
save the government money to 
print $2s instead of $ls?
“ A two foot stack of $2s can do 
the work of a four foot tall stack 
of $ls. Besides, it’s getting so the 
cost of printing a paper dollar ab­
sorbs a pretty healthy share of 
its value,”  said Mr. Wright. 
“That’s why the silver dollar is 
gone. Melt it down, and you get 
more than one dollar’s worth of 
silver. It was big, heavy and 
clumsy too.”
“ Currency of one dollar 
denomination HAS to remain in 
some form,”  he said. “ The 
government wants to breach the 
gap between the change factor 
(the change you get back when­
ever you buy something) and the 
cost of producing the currency.”
1 When asked if this proposed 
switch will make a difference in 
the value of our money supply, 
Mr. Wright said, “ No. This is not 
a change in the value of the
Literature and Mr. Masterson
by DARYL SMITH
Anyone who has taken or is 
taking a course from John 
Masterson, English professor at 
Rosary Hill, is familiar with 
phrases such as “ no ticky, no 
washy,” “ nothing will come of 
nothing” and, especially, the 
opening lines from Shakespeare’s 
116th sonnet ( “ let me not to the 
marriage of true minds admit 
impediments. . .” ).
Curiously, Mr. Masterson’s 
first interest in literature is 
rooted in his high school years, 
with the study of the classical 
languages — Latin and Greek. In 
his childhood, however, Mr. 
Masterson always read a book 
“ at the consternation of my 
parents.”  Literature takes prece­
dence over the other aspects in 
the field of English because, 
Masterson explains, “ Literature 
brings into focus one’s know­
ledge, value systems, imagin­
ation, plus an element of creative 
activity. Literature will inspire 
reading in other fields such as 
science, history or philosophy.”  
■“ A serious study of literature,”  
Masterson continues, “ involves a 
sense of tradition and this sense 
of tradition can be best exempli­
fied by an orderly process of 
reading so we can remain close to 
the historical and aesthetic 
perspective.”
“ I enjoy reading,”  Masterson 
notes, “ because reading tells me 
something about the world in 
which I live, of experience that 
goes beyond a person’s actual 
experience.”
Mr. Masterson stresses the fact 
that the study of a foreign langu­
age helps one understand our 
national tongue. Very concerned 
about the educational process in 
the United States today, Master- 
son believes “ people have gotten 
away from the discipline of the 
mind and of the emotions. The
John Masterson
whole process of learning 
involves interest and discipline 
and it is incorrect to assume that 
learning is a ‘ fun’ process. It ’s 
painful, and its value will 
probably never be assessed in the 
present. True learning should 
involve ‘joy’ rather than what we 
sometimes call ‘happiness’ since 
it is of more lasting value.”
“ Art is artifact,”  Masterson 
says, “ i.e. it is something that 
man makes which may be inspir­
ed by the natural world and or 
the observation of human nature 
itself.”
Mr. Masterson feels the use or 
lack of use of the library is a fair­
ly accurate indicator o f. the 
extent of intellectual activity in a 
community.
money but in the cost of pro­
ducing the currency. The only 
reason the Treasury wants to do 
this is to attempt to reduce the 
cost of printing money.”
“ The faith of the public in the 
money decides where that type of 
currency will be accepted. The 
important thing with money is 
always the faith of the spender,”  
he said. “ If printing the $2 bills 
were to cause the general public 
to feel that the $1 bill has lost 
some more of its buying power, 
the public just wouldn’t use the 
$2s.”
If issued, the $1 coin will be 
smaller than the half dollar, but 
larger than the quarter. When 
Mr. Adams was asked if the $1 
coin isn’t likely to get mixed up 
with the half dollar, he looked 
sceptical. He asked, “ Did you 
ever mistake a half dollar for a 
quarter?”  Then he added, “ How 
the wives will hate the $1 coins. 
They’ll tear holes in pockets.”
William Wright
CREATIVE WRITING CONTEST OFFERS $175 PRIZES
WRITERS: You can win $100; $50; or $25 for best 
story, humorous essay, or other short pieces between 250 
and 1000 words, if you enter the Collegiate Creative 
Writing. Contest whose deadline is April 30. For rules and 
official entry form, send self-addressed, stamped envelope 
to: International Publications, 4747 Fountain Ave., Suite 1 
—c, Los Angeles, CA. 90029.
M E L A N IE ’S
(corner of Main & Transit)
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
THE BEST IN ROCK & ROLL
listen to the hits of the 50's & 60's while enjoying 
draught beers for 35 cents ! !, 3 splits for a dollar I ! 
and 35 cent Hot Dogs i!
EVERY TUESDAY




All the mixed drinks are % price II
A L L  A T  M E L A N IE ’S
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RHC STUDENTS WIN MS MARATHON
by MARIE FORTUNA
Competing against other stu­
dents from Buffalo State College, 
ECC, Niagara Community 
College and Bryant Stratton, 
Michael Ruiz and Jane Stebbins 
marathon danced to first place. 
Earning $950 for Multiple Sclero­
sis and honors for Rosary Hill, 
they danced at Buffalo State from 
March 12th through March 14th.
“ I hurt.”
“ No, you don’t.”
“ Yes I do.”
vNo you don’t. You’re gonna 
make it.”
“ My legs are a solid rock of 
pain.”
“ Come on, you gotta learn this 
dance.”
First Jane felt low and Mike 
cheered her on. Then Mike could 
hardly go on and Jane 
encouraged him. “ I t ’ s more 
determination than anything 
else. I couldn’t come back to 
school and hear everyone say ‘ha 
ha, you couldn’t make it,”  said 
Jane. “ Nothing really hurt me 
but the bottoms of my feet. But 
Saturday night when our friends 
hadn’t showed up yet, it felt like 
nobody cared.”
Honey blonde Jane laughed 
remembering the first piece of 
music played.”  It was from my
hometown. You wouldn’t even 
know it if you weren’t from 
Auburn. I t ’s called ‘Hoochie 
Coochie Lady ’ by E lf. A ll 
Saturday they played nothing but 
rock and roll. I begged for some 
disco music. Finally Sunday they 
played it.”
Theatre arts concentrator, 
Michael Ruiz, said his feelings 
when first starting were, “ Kind 
of nervous. People were busy 
around us setting up concession 
stands, getting lockers ready for 
us. After the nervousness, I 
became excited. I didn’t believe I 
was doing it. Then I realized we 
were going to make it. I didn’t 
believe it.”
“ Without our friends’ help we 
never could have made it,”  said 
Jane explaining that just when, 
she felt most tired and depressed, 
Mark Kowalar showed up and 
shoved a candy bar at her. “ I 
couldn’t believe it when he said; 
‘have a Marathon Bar.’ And John 
Dooley. He gave us rubdowns. He 
did excellent work. Sue Lenz, 
JoAnn Propiglia, Mary Jeane 
Kenny, Mark Kowalar, Randy 
Gerlach, Brian Wetlaufer, and 
Terry Van Dusen, they really 
cared if we made it. That’s what 
made us keep on.”
“ Yes, we both want to thank 
them all. They brought changes 
of clothing and candy bars,”  said 
black haired, Mike. “ While we 
were dancing they were hustling
to get more pledges for us. 
Everybody supported us. The 
Student Association gave us $100. 
The faculty and students all 
pitched in. Tom Schweiger, or­
ganizer -of the Dance for the 
Western NY Chapter of MS, said 
it was the first time a single 
money raising event for multiple 
sclerosis raised so much. Over 
$9000. He said thanks for this goes 
to the $950 from Rosary Hill.”
“ You had to keep moving. And 
if your partner quits then you 
have to quit. You can’t leave the 
dance floor except when told to. 
Every 4 hours you get a half hour 
break,”  Mike said. His bright 
white teeth gleam as he smiled, 
“ I was reading the Sunday paper 
and dancing. It was fun. You had 
to keep moving but to break the 
monotony we played volley ball. 
We threw water balloons at the 
organizer of the whole thing.”
“ Dance teachers were brought 
in,”  said Jane. “ They taught us 
all kinds of dancing. The folk 
dancing teacher wore leather and 
his shoes curled up at the toes, 
like elf shoes. The best part of it 
all was the people you met.”
“ They showed us films while 
we danced. We saw the Marx 
brothers in ‘Duck Soup’,”  said 
Michael. “ And ‘Steamboat 
Willie,’ the first Mickey Mouse 
before he was called Mickey 
Mouse. The organizers took good 
care of us.”
“ Plenty of food was brought in. 
McDonalds mostly. And I had two 
big subs,”  said Jane. “ The last 4 
hours I KNEW we were going to 
make it. I thought I ’d feel better 
if I dressed up. And I did. We both 
dressed up. I had started out in 
sneakers, a T shirt with Rosary 
Hill written on it, and I wore 
glasses. When I switched to a 
dress and 6 - inch platforms, 
people started asking who I was. 
It felt great those last 4 hours.”
When asked what 50 hours Of 
eye-to-eye togetherness does to a 
relationship, Mike admitted, “ It 
doesn’t improve it. Jane and I 
were friends before, and we’re 
getting back to .that point again. 
But right after it was over we 
couldn’t even talk to each other.”
“ I ’d hate my own mother if I 
stared at her for 50 hours,”  Jane 
said.
“ Most couples dancing, we 
found out, were just friends. One
boyfriend-girlfriend couple said 
they never argued, but they felt 
this marathon might be the first 
time.
“ We argued in the car. The 
people running the dance totalled 
our earnings wrong. They told us 
we were second place, but we 
were first. The couple who 
thought they won, thought they 
were in first place, came all the 
way up from Tennesee to be in 
this. Seemed a shame. Anyway 
we argued, and later I did call the 
committee and told them they 
had made a mistake. They had 
discovered that by then. We 
started out with 28 couples, 17 
from Buffalo State. We ended 
with 20 couples but we brought in 
the most money.”
“ We wanted to do it. We wanted 
to help. After all, multiple sclero­
sis attacks people 20-40 years old. 
That’s us,”  said Mike. “ We’d do 
it again.”
“ I DIDN'T 5AV IT WASN'T THE C IA . 1 
SAID IT COULD HAVE BEEN THE BUTLER.”
African Dancers and Drummers
The well respected community 
group, the African-American 
Cultural Center, brought 
dancers, drummers, chanters to 
Rosary Hill March 19th at the 
invitation of the Student Associa­
tion.
Every performer functioned as 
a competent professional. Even 
the youngest, Wanda Covington, 
who stole everyones heart be­
cause she was only 13 years old. 
She was a willow in a wild wind. 
She was proficient. She’d been 
dancing for 9 years and the 
assiduous work that went into 
those years shows.
Red and black costumes. 
Touches of yellow and some 
green. Fluid movements. Drums 
that seem to weave a melody be­
cause each drum has a different 
pitch. Professional. Competent.
These kids belong in college. 
Not way in the distant future 
either. The younger ones ought to 
be brought into the summer 
enrichment programs, the 
theatre for children, or the read­
ing or the math programs. These 
children have a lot to offer the 
community. And they, already 
show this by what they have
achieved as performers. The self 
discipline such a high calibre of 
performance requires will serve 
them well when they come to col­
lege.
The audience was small but 
wildly enthusiastic. Some of the 
dances looked like they were de­
signed for Olympic Champion 
training. Only the physically very 
fit could attempt them. All the 
performers were trim, lithe and 
energetic.
SENIORS
GIVE YOURSELF AN EXCEPTIONAL GRADUATION PRESENT 
Come to ISRAEL and GREECE immediately after graduate for three weeks
May 24 - June 14,1976
on Father Kelly's Second Annual 21-day ISRAEL STUDY TOUR 
Contact Father Fred Kelly by phone or letter for further details 
CONTACT: Father Frederic Kelly, S.J.
Canisius College, 2001 Main Street 
Buffalo, New York 14208 
716-883-7000
ARTISTRY IN MOTION — Dancers, drummers, singers and 
poets from the African-American Cultural Centers per­
formed at Rosary Hill College. Here, Wanda Covington, 13, in 
the foreground leaps off the floor during the dance to drums.
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Rosary Hill’s First Annual Trivia Contest
by NANCY BALBICK
Trivia champs (from left to right) Ben Shiraldi, Jennifer Rogers and Leonard Benzin. 
MC Mike Podd in background.
With whistles ready, team two consisted of (left to right) Jim Lash, Rich Hediger and 
Mike Ruiz.
Jennifer Rogers, Ben Shiraldi 
and Leonard Benzin are this 
year’s RHC Trivia Champs. The 
students were first place winners 
in the First Annual Trivia Con­
test, held March 27 in Schenck 
Lounge. Three teams consisting 
of three students each took part 
in the event. A scant but spirited 
crowd of 20 spectators came to 
root for the teams of their 
choices.
Mike Podd, an RHC counseling 
intern, was the outspoken (but a 
bit unorganized) master of cere­
monies. Janet Frankel, Director 
of Student Life, was the faithful 
time keeper. Students Bob 
Martin and John Dooley were the
unbiased judge and the score- 
keeper, respectively.
Team one, the most serious in 
the competition, included Darryl 
Amato, Paul Frank and George 
Ricks. Team two, consisting of 
the boisterous and comical Jim 
Lash, Rich Hediger and Mike 
Ruiz, kept the audience amused, 
The 'quiet, but intelligent 
members of team three included 
Shiraldi, Benzin and Rogers.
General trivia questions, such 
as “ What animal has kneecaps 
most similar to the human knee­
caps?” and “ What is the alleged 
landing sight of Noah’s ark?,” , 
were asked in round one. At the 
end of the first round, team three
was ahead with 100 points, team 
one was in second place with 80, 
and team two was last with 50.
In the second round, the con­
testants were able to pick three 
packets of five questions from the 
categories of Movies, Current 
Events, -History, Sports, Tele­
vision, Music, and Comics and 
Animated Films. The highlight of 
this round occurred When Mike 
Ruiz answered “ Mr. Bubble”  to 
the question, “ What was. the 
name of the movie wherein Don 
Knotts turns into a fish?”
Round three was the “ toss up 
question round.”  Different types 
of whistles were distributed to
each contestant, and general 
trivia questions were “ thrown 
out”  to the players. The first 
team to blow their whistle had the 
opportunity to answer the ques­
tion.
The fourth and final round was 
the “ super -trivia round.”  Each 
team determined how much they 
would wager before the single 
super trivia question was posed. 
The question was: “ What was the 
real first name of the character 
Hoss in the television series 
“ Bonanza?”  Team twa watered 
all points, answered incorrectly 
and lost. Team one wagered only 
150 points, but answered 
incorrectjy and lost. Team one
wagered only 150 points, but 
answered incorrectly also. Team 
one came in second place. Team 
three wagered 80 points, answer­
ed correctly (the answer is 
“ Eric” ) and won with a total 
score of 340 points.
First prize was a T-shirt with 
the phrase “ Ask Me” printed on 
the front and “ 1976 RHC Trivia 
Champs” labeled on the back. 
Team one, in second place, re­
ceived a 50 cent McDonalds gift 
certificate apiece. Team two was 
given a consolation prize; They 
got to keep the whistles of their 
choice.
Hey Everyone!
Rosary Hill has a .KlatfyskeUer
with beer and music 
and even a mug club!
Come and join in the FUN
NEW HOURS
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
SUN.-THURS.
7:30 p.m. — 1a.m.
HOURS:
FR I.& SA T.
7:30 p.m. — 2 a.m.
The Sisters o f Saint Francis 
invite
all faculty, administrators, and staff 
and
all students of Sister Marion Beiter 
to join  them in offering the Liturgy 
to celebrate
the Golden Jubilee o f her Religious Profession 
on
Saturday, May 1,197b, at 7:00 p.m. 
Rosary Hall
Reception follows R S V P  839-3759




Sex and Violence Relate in “ Taxi Driver”
by DARRYL DAVID AMATO
“ Taxi D river”  presents 
probably the most scalding, 
fascinating character study ever 
filmed. Robert De Niro’s Travis 
Bickle is the centerpiece of a 
movie that promises to generate 
controversy and avid discussion 
wherever it plays.
In the opening scene: sewer 
smoke clouds the screen. 
Bernard Herrmann’s heart-beat 
music builds suspense. The front 
fender of a huge yellow cab 
appears from out of the smolder. 
Then the taxi moves, in slow mo­
tion, out of the picture. The title 
credits burn in red as Bickle’s 
wide, brown eves take in, to his 
disgust, all the slime of the city. 
The city, without doubt, is New1 
York.
In this manner, Martin 
Scorseses directs the atmosphere 
of Paul Schrader’s riveting film 
story about loneliness and vigi- 
lantism. Scorsese maintains 
these ghastly city sights and 
sounds throughout the agonizing 
work. “ Taxi Driver”  is agonizing 
not in the viewing, but in the 
thinking. It forces the audience to 
evaluate morality and the line 
(sometimes a lean line) between 
good and evil, intellect and emo­
tion.
Scorsese uses the New York 
pushers, prostitutes, pimps,
streets and lights as effectively 
as “ Serpico”  or “ Midnight Cow­
boy.”  In theme, “ Taxi Driver”  is 
closely related to “ Midnight 
Cowboy.”  The relationship be­
tween sex and violence bursts 
through. It is plausible that 
Bickle should turn to guns (film ’s 
favorite phallic symbol) when he 
is rejected by an unattainable 
slut to purity. Bickle fantasizes 
with his guns in front of the 
camera in the manner of an 
adolescent masturbating in front 
of a mirror. The sex-violence 
relationship is more obvious 
when Bickle whips out a pocket 
pistol and shoots a pimp while 
mouthing a traditionally sexual 
request — “ Suck on this.”  
Whereas the phallus has tradi­
tionally symbolized the genera­
tive power in nature, Bickle’s 
guns indicate the physically, 
mentally and morally degener­
ative power in man. This power is 
possibly the most tormenting 
truth about “ Taxi D river ’s ”  
theme.
All the already infamous 
bloody scenes are preceded by 
important motivating sequences. 
Bickle is an organized lonely 
man. He’s a Vietnam veteran. 
Some viewers would say that 
makes him a potential killer 
already. Anyhow, Bickle wants to 
work long hours. The $350 a week 
pay as a cabbie is least appealing 
to him. Work consumes time and 
substitutes for what a lonely man
Academy Awards
Go ‘Cuckoo’
by DARRYL DAVID AMATO •
“ The exhilaration of im ­
mediate disappointment”  was 
how Walter Matthau described 
the48th annual Academy Awards 
presentations for achievement in 
motion pictures released in 1975. 
The Oscar race was not only a 
personal disappointment for 
Matthau, who lost in the best 
actor competition, but a general 
disappointment for anyone not 
connected with “ One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest.”  ‘Cuckoo’s 
Nest,’ a comedy-drama about 
dissension in a mental institution, 
copped five major awards: best 
picture, best actor (Jack Nichol­
son), best actress (Louise 
Fletcher), best director (Milos 
Forman) and best screenplay 
adaptation.
As expected, veteran enter­
tainer George Burns scooped his 
goldplated statuette for his 
supporting performance in “ The 
Sunshine Boys.”  Lee Grant was 
named best supporting actress 
for her adulterous housewife role 
in Warren Beatty’s “ Shampoo.”
For the fourth, successive 
year, superb actor A1 Pacino was 
an Oscar nominee, but not an 
Oscar winner. In the past, Oscar 
did not honor Pacino for his ex­
ceptional work in “ The God­
father,”  “ Serpico”  and “ The 
Godfather Part II.”  Pacino’s 
comic, explosive film this year, 
“ Dog Day Afternoon,”  was cited 
only for its original screenplay 
(script by Frank Pierson).
The remaining, technical 
awards were almost equally dis­
tributed to “ Barry Lyndon”  and 
“ Jaws.”  ‘Barry’ regally walked 
off with the best cinematography, 
costume design and original song 
score and adaptation accolades. 
“ Jaws,”  a popular summer flick 
that nearly faded out of the Oscar 
scene, managed to garner best 
editing and original music score 
awards.
The Academy Award presenta­
tions were generally, sadly pre­
dictable. The big, disturbing 
surprise occurred when the song 
“ I ’m Easy”  from “ Nashville”  
beat the accepted, romantic 
“ Theme from ‘Mahogany’.”
realty needs. Yet, Bickle, writing 
in nis diary, realizes that 
“ morbid self-attention”  is 
dangerous. Now he must seek a 
mate. Betsy (Cybill Shepherd), a 
political campaign worker, is his 
destructive choice. She is his 
white angel, his Juliet, his goal.
Betsy and Bickle are alike, but 
only Bickle has the courage to 
face the similarity. “ I think 
you’re a lonely person. You’re not 
a happy person,”  Bickle informs 
her. Betsy is sexually aloof; 
Bickle socially out-of-it. There’s a 
curious attraction. Betsy says he 
is a man full of contradictions. 
Her observation proves more 
frighteningly correct as the plot 
slowly, but not wearily rolls to 
climax.
Bickle is disturbed. Before his 
violent rampage, the darker side 
of his personality takes over. In 
preparation for his one-man 
demolition of the “ scum society,”  
Bickle doesn’t just buy muni­
tions. He dons his old green 
Marine Corps jacket and cowboy 
boots. He gets a Mohawk haircut. 
His physical appearance be­
comes repulsive, but what is 
more repulsive is his disturbed 
mentality. “ All the king’s men 
cannot put it back together 
again,”  he concludes about the 
seamy city. The comment better 
describes his head.
M iti#^111.11.............'J l: :
Robert DeNiro in “ Taxi Driver”
Betsy’s rejection is Bickle’s; 
catapult to take arms. Bickle 
must now rebel against the sexu­
ally corrupt society in which he 
drives. But he needs a direct 
cause for attack. A tough, 12- 
year-old prostitute (Jodie 
Foster) fills that need.
“ Taxi Driver”  is Scorsese’s 
best film so far. His “ Mean 
Streets”  (1973) was plotless and 
rambling, and perhaps too realis­
tic to be enjoyable or artistic. In 
“ Alice Doesn’t Live Here Any­
more' (1974), Scorsese favored 
comedy. ‘Alice’ was certainly an 
improvement, but “ Taxi Driver”  
is the complete maturation of 
Scorsese. It is a shrewd blend of 
comedy, shock, entertainment, 
social comment and film artistry.
De Niro’s performance is the 
hub of the movie. The actor who 
overcame his material in “ Mean 
Streets “ who stole the show as 
young “ Godfather”  now ascends 
to leading star status.
SENIORS, BEFORE YOU 
HANG IT UP.•  • •
PICK IT UP.
GRADUATE
Journey Through Adulthood-Practical 





The Rosary Hill Alumni Association
Now thru April 30
Alumni O ffice
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What’s In a Grade?
Editor’s Note:
The following essay was sub­
mitted to EdS Bulletin by one of 
the secondary education 
students, Alice Pfeifer. It was 
written in response to a need to 
spell out a philosophy on grades 
for students who resent these. 
The Ascent welcomes responses 
to this viewpoint.
The purpose of a grade is to 
give a student an honest 
appraisal of his achievements in 
a particular subject. The grade 
represents the opinion o f a 
professional. It is the teacher’s 
sacred responsibility to help 
students face up to their real 
selves, however painful that may
be for the students and or 
teacher alike. A teacher is 
violating his own integrity as a 
professional when he succumbs 
to the pressure of students, 
parents, or his own natural likes 
and dislikes in deciding upon a 
grade for a student. Not only does 
he violate his integrity he is 
responsible for misguiding the 
student, who eventually must 
make important life decisions 
based upon self-knowledge 
attained through grades. It would 
be a terrible shock for a college 
student majoring in med.'tech. to 
suddenly discover he just can’t 
“ make the grade”  in college 
when his high school grades in
biology and chemistry had 
indicated he would make it. What 
the student doesn’t find out about 
himself in high school he will find 
out later on at a greater personal 
cost. A teacher must avoid 
feeling sorry for a “ nice guy”  and 
giving him a grade not rightfully 
his. Such sympathy is false 
sympathy.
It must be remembered that a 
grade only reflects a person’s 
achievement, not his efforts to 
achieve or his ability to achieve. 
Effort and ability affect the 
grade only in as much as effort 
and ability affect a student’s 
actual performance. This has to 
be true, (Mice again so that the 
high school student is prepared 
for situations in later life. An 
employer doesn’t care how hard 
a person is trying to operate a 
machine, the machine simply 
must be operated. I f  a person 
can’t do the job, the employer has 
to hire another who can.
But how many people can’t 
master a task they are 
determined to master? If success 
is largely a matter of attitude, a 
person’s desire to succeed — his 
efforts — usually will come 
through in his achievement. 
When it doesn’t, a student must
learn to face up to his limitations. 
He can’t be lied to. He can’t be 
told “ You’redoing great!”  when 
in fact, he isn’t.
Teachers who have taught for 
decades say that today, more 
than ever, they are being 
pressured to lie. Every teacher 
who gives in to the pressure, 
awarding average students 
above-average grades, is helping 
contribute to the mediocrity of 
society. Such teachers reinforce 
laziness on the part of students, 
giving them the idea that mani­
pulation is more effective than 
hard,work in attaining scholastic 
honors. In giving above-average 
grades to those few who are 
trying hard but still aren’t doing 
outstanding work, teachers are 
giving students false ideas of 
their abilities. Grades are not 
meant to reflect the admirable 
qualities o f a person’s character. 
Recognition of perseverance and 
a never-say-die attitude in 
studies properly belong in the 
realm of personal character 
references, not in the realm of 
grades. That is the limitation of 
grades. They can only tell a small 
part about who a person is, what 
he is really like. If grades are 
made to do more than measure 
achievement, they will lose their 
identity and, consequently, their 
purpose for existence.
10,000 Students Petition *
for Marijuana Law Reform
Petitions bearing the signa­
tures of more than 10,000 college 
students were turned over to 
Senate Majority Leader Warren 
Anderson today as part of a 
broad-based campaign to reform 
New York State’s Marijuana 
Law. “ New York’s marijuana 
law is among the harshest in the 
nation,”  .according to Mark 
Travis of the New York Public 
Interest Research Group, Inc. 
(NYPIRG ), the organization that 
circulated the petitions.
NYPIRG contends that every 
major study that examined the 
effects of marijuana use has con­
cluded that it poses no threat to 
public health or public safety. 
‘ ‘Accordingly, we believe that 
there is no justification for 
imposing criminal penalties for
possession of small amounts of 
marijuana,”  Mr. Travis said. “ It 
is up to this Legislature to de­
crim inalize possession of 
amounts of two ounces or less.”
In a letter accompanying the 
petitions, Mr. Travis claimed 
that “ the arbitrary enforcement 
of the marijuana law was the 
cause of growing cynicism 
among young persons.”  (FBI 
Crime Reports indicate that 
more than 70 percent of the mari­
juana arrests occur among 
college-age persons.)
Many law enforcement offi­
cials have joined the ranks of 
those favoring the decriminaliza­
tion of possession of small quanti­
ties of marijuana. “ These law 
officers feel that their time is 
wasted processing marijuana 
arrests when they should be con­
centrating their efforts on pre­
venting serious crimes,”  Mr 
Travis explained.
N Y P IR G ’S petition stated: 
“ We, the undersigned residents 
of New York State, think that 
New York’s present marijuana 
law is unjust. Marijuana use is 
not a threat to public health or 
safety. We do not advocate its 
use, but we believe that in­
dividuals who use marijuana 
should not be subject to harsh 
criminal sanctions. Therefore we 
urge that a new law be passed to 
decriminalize possession, trans­
fer or sale of under two ounces of 
marijuana.”
NYPIRG is a student-run, re­
search and advocacy organiza­
tion supported and directed by 
New York State college and uni­
versity students.
If you are unable to find work this summer, please consider this valuable learn­
ing opportunity : A  special summer program for inner-city children is in the plan­
ning stages now. We need volunteers to make it work. There will be special train­
ing sessions before the project begins, and supervision while in progress. Our goal is 
to help develop social interaction skills using recreation as a medium.
For further information, please contact: Sr. Kathleen at Catholic Charities, 




Comedian and c iv il rights 
activist Dick Gregory challenged 
about 1,000 East Stroudsburg 
State College students yesterday 
to “ hit this country with a new 
wave of morality.”
He told the young people “ to 
stop worrying about Pepsi and 
reefers” and start doing some­
thing about correcting a “ white 
racist system that is sick, insane 
and degenerate.-
“ Thegames are over,”  he said. 
“ We need honesty and integrity. 
The truth. All the money and 
military strength don’t mean 
anything.”  He attacked the CIA, 
FBI and special interest groups 
that he claims are trying to ruin 
the country by economic dis­
aster.
He said the special interest 
groups that allegedly perpetrated 
the gasoline shortage a year ago 
“ can do the same thing to your 
food supply. They can bring this 
country down on its knees. Do you 
know there’s only enough food 
stored away now to feed the 200 
million Americans for three 
days?”
He predicted that in 18 months 
the price of sugar will skyrocket 
again and instead of “ dope 
pushers”  there’ll be “ sugar 
pushers”  and a new kind of 
policeman — “ sugar busters.”
It’s not the population explo­
sion that’s causing the food short­
age but such price-fixing deals as 
the sale of wheat to the Russians, 
Gregory charged.
“ Did you know this country 
produces 98 per cent of all the 
munitions on this planet?
“ So many Americans think 
we’re dumb enough to believe 
we’re on Israel’s side but we’re 
training the Arabs in Texas to fly 
fighter jets. We’re on the side 
where we can make money.
“ The white racist system has 
messed up your mind and makes 
you think bad. The schools should 
start educating you, not in­
doctrinating you. Don’t go to 
school under false pretenses. The 
; worst reason to go to college is to 
be better off than somebody else. 
Don’t put too much emphasis on 
your college transcript. Learn to 
get along with your fellow man.”
He referred to the anti-Vietnam 
War demonstrations which he 
claimed put pressure on the 
Pentagon and the White House 
and eventually stopped the war. 
He said the young people face a 
lot of responsibilities with few 
solutions, but “ you can make the 
difference. You, individually. 
You did it before. You can do it 
again.”
East Stroudsburg State College
East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania
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/ remember getting up in the morning
and thinking that was the only “waking 
up ” one could do
I  remember eating Lucky Charms
and thinking that was all there was to life
I  remember early mornings and singing 
dee-dah-dum on the teeter-totter
/ remember lying in the grass pretending 
I  was an ant lying in among green 
swaying trees and mini-suns 
(which were only buttercups, but what was the 
difference?)
I  remember a Heinz pickle universe
with 66 fireflies inside
I  remember letting them go & wondering 
at night where each one had gone
l  remember the afternoon fading and
fo r a  moment, doubting that adult’s were 
always right
* remember 5 o ’clock surhmertime
crickets and then
l  remember sad times when the sun went away
I  remember lying in bed thinking, what if
{ my sister died & crying till my pillow & I  yv ere one
1 remember being innocent & ' not knowing what that 
meant
then realizing birds were building ndsts out o f my 
childhood.
—By Pat Murty
On Becoming A Man
Cry your tear$ little boy;
Let them run free and wild;
Let them flow and worry not,
I f  anyone should see little boy.
Your heart is fu ll o f  pain and sorrow,
And you have not the power 
To will what shall happen tomorrow.
— by Dennis W. Morley
From This Life
Honesty is all I  ask;
Sprinkled lightly with love;
Dipped in a bucket o f truth,
And topped with a little happiness —
Guided by the hand of God. <<













And like the bud of a magnificent flower 
Emerging gloriously after soft spring rains 
With splendor to conquer all 
You opened up my life
All was shielded under strong fibers 
Peering through, closing, afraid o f facing the light 
Until each tiny petal slowly braved open 
Majestic and complete as a full-bloomed rose
_So pure and innocent; exploring 
Sharing contentment, life became reality 
fo r our few moments together —  so treasured 
. . .  then you were gone with the summer breeze
Gone . .. flying freely through the fragrant air 
But tucked in my memory, little bits and pieces 
Of peace and tranquility; to make me smile when I ’m 
down
And I  wonder where the summer breeze will take you .
— Clara Schillaci
When, I  was a child 
Think about three wishes,
I  always thought the first one
would be fo r  a million more wishes.
But now that I ’m grown,
I  guess the first one would be;
To love and be loVed in the same ugliness
place at the same time . . .
Which is like having a million 
wishes come true.
I ' V
See me in my Jesus mask?
The one with the shiny red smile.
I  have darned robes fo r them.
99 per cent acetate Christianity
How easy to be gentle behind a face 
from a Bible page . . .
But then I  was discovered . . . 
and nowr ... . scourged and crippled
by reprobate pagans I  lie dying . . .  
on a painted church linoleum.












Intimate, Entertaining and Instructive
by DARRYL DAVID AMATO
Rosary H ill’s “ Poetry 
Reading”  in Lourdes Lounge on 
March 25 was, in modest terms, 
an intellectual and emotional 
event. Even the least avid poetry 
reader would have been enter­
tained and instructed by the 
works o f professors Nancy 
Barnes and Peter Siedlecki and 
students Mindy Dare and Daryl 
Smith.
Attendance was not over­
whelming, especially for a 
spacious Lourdes Lounge. 
However, the audience was sub­
stantial, warm and intimate, per­
fect for a gathering of this type. 
The readings began quite 
formally, with Ms. Dare reciting
her poems while standing behind 
a podium. Ms. Barnes, however, 
broke the uncomfortable 
formality when she admitted that 
she felt more relaxed reading her 
poems while sitting among her 
listeners.
The variety of readings were 
phenomenal — covering such 
diverse topics as love, bears, 
bicycles and the recent Buffalo 
ice storm. Yet, the program had 
a cohesiveness — all the poems 
revealed resounding truths about 
the human situation, as all good 
art should reveal. By concretely 
describing deceptive, bummer 
experiences, many of the poems 
exposed artificiality for its true
falsity. Particu larly effective 
were Ms. Barnes’ line about 
sperms — they can’t see, but they 
know exactly where they’re going
— and Mr. Siedlecki’s perception
— that promises are like the 
leaves o f fa ll, precariously 
hanging on the tree, thinking that 
they will not drop to the ground. 
Mr. Smith’s works concentrated 
on a perceptive affinity between 
nature’s affairs and love affairs.
As one enthusiastic listener 
expressed, “ I love it !”  We hope 
to hear many more poetry read­
ings before the semester ends. 
And we hope all art buffs who 
genuinely desire to join us, do so. Péter Siedlecki
